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(54) OMNIDIRECTIONAL VISUAL SENSOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To pick up the image of 
visual information over the omnidirection horizontally 
and vertically and to inspect the inside of a 
complicated small and narrow pipe, etc., without 
involving in complicated movement simply by 
performing insertion. 

SOLUTION: A curved-shaped reflector 3 for picking 
up the horizontal and vertical image of visual 
information is provided at a lower part of a wide angle 
lens 2 for picking up horizontal and vertical image of 
visual information, and a visual sensor 10 is 
composed of a camera 4 for converting an image 
caught by the lens 2 and the reflector 3 into an electric 
signal. Then, an image of almost omnidiection can be 
picked up with a simple structure, the sensor is 
inexpensive and hard to fail, and a needed image can 
be photographed just by inserting the sensor into the 
inside of a small and narrow pipe, etc. 
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